into battle
Here let me say, with regard to the action of our country over
the centuries, that in all the great struggles in which we have been
engaged we have survived and emerged victorious not only because
of the prowess of great commanders or because of famous battles
gained by land and sea, but also because the true interests of
Britain have coincided with those of so many other States and
nations, and that we have been able to march in a great company
along the high road of progress and freedom for all.    This is certainly
a condition which is established in the policy that we are now
pursuing in the Balkan Peninsula.    We and the French can say
that we have no particular interests, no special claims which we
wish to press.    We receive no advantages which conflict with the
general interest.   This should strengthen the Government in their
course, and such a policy which they have put forward, and which
they are advancing,  brings  back  across  the Atlantic  Ocean a
reverberating echo increasingly encouraging in its tone.    One sees
a great design which, even now at the eleventh hour, if it could be
perfected, would spare the world the worst of agonies.    But all
things are moving at the same moment.    Year by year, month by
month, they have all been moving forward together.    When we
have reached certain positions in thought, others have reached
certain positions in fact.
The danger is now very near. A great part of Europe is to a
very large extent mobilised. Millions of men are being prepared
for war. Everywhere the frontier defences are manned. Every-
where it is felt that some new stroke is impending. If it should
fall, can there be any doubt that we shall be involved ? We are
no longer where we were two or three months ago. We have
committed ourselves in every direction, rightly in my opinion,
having regard to all that has happened. It is not necessary to
enumerate the countries to which, directly or indirectly, we have
given or are giving guarantees. What we should not have dreamt
of doing a year ago, when all was so much more hopeful, what we
should not have dreamt of doing even a month ago, we are doing
now. Surely, then, when we aspire to lead all Europe back from
the verge of the abyss on to the uplands of law and peace, we must
ourselves set the highest example. We must keep nothing back.
How can we bear to continue to lead our comfortable, easy life
here at home, unwilling even to pronounce the word " compulsion,"
unwilling even to take the necessary measure by which the armies
that we have promised can alone be recruited and equipped ?
How can we continue—let me say it with particular frankness and
sincerity—with less than the full force of the nation incorporated
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